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Table 11. Frequencies of hearing trouble, vision trouble, and absence of teeth among persons 18 years of age and over, by selected
characteristics, United States, 1997

Hearing' Vision' Absence of all natural teeth’
All persons
18 years of A little A lot of Has no Has Both upper
Selected characteristic age and over Good trouble  trouble or deaf trouble trouble Upper Lower and lower
Number in thousands?
Total ... ... 195,276 160,207 28,789 5,963 175,851 19,063 25,313 17,768 17,045
Sex
Male . ... ... . . 93,680 73,544 16,452 3,472 85,700 7,777 10,811 7,587 7,256
Female . .......... ... ... . ... . ... . ... . 101,596 86,663 12,336 2,491 90,151 11,276 14,503 10,181 9,788
Age
18—44years . ... .. ... 108,391 98,155 8,991 1,111 101,501 6,741 2,998 2,037 1,937
45-B4years ... ... 54,878 43,045 10,014 1,718 48,194 6,548 9,168 5,770 5,556
B5-74 years . ... .. ... 18,170 11,918 4,997 1,192 15,540 2,572 6,661 4,772 4,602
75yearsandover . .. ... ... 13,837 7,089 4,786 1,942 10,616 3,193 6,487 5,189 4,950
Race and ethnicity®
White non-Hispanic . . .. ................... 146,613 116,567 24,538 5,288 131,937 14,429 21,060 14,733 14,200
Black non-Hispanic . . ... .................. 21,719 19,370 1,987 331 19,195 2,472 2,684 1,890 1,796
Other non-Hispanic . . . . ... ................ 7,677 6,842 652 154 7,100 549 437 280 271
Hispanic . . . ... ... . . 19,267 17,428 1,611 191 17,619 1,603 1,132 865 778
Poverty status*
Poor . ... 19,915 16,213 2,889 802 16,668 3,220 3,460 2,575 2,474
Near poor . . .. ... . . 29,968 23,654 5,071 1,221 25,861 4,084 6,037 4,617 4,402
Notpoor . ...... ... ... ... 109,832 90,706 16,224 2,853 101,030 8,753 10,792 6,986 6,715
Region
Northeast . ... ........ .. .. . ... . ... . ... . 39,518 33,707 4,860 865 36,037 3,380 5,435 3,585 3,429
Midwest . . ... ... L 49,249 39,267 8,244 1,651 44,590 4,574 6,637 4,671 4,527
South .. ... . 69,408 56,751 10,259 2,297 61,648 7,631 9,858 7,096 6,800
West .. ... 37,101 30,482 5,426 1,151 33,576 3,469 3,384 2,417 2,290
Sex and age
Male:
18—44years . ... ... 53,653 47,823 5,094 633 50,691 2,856 1,375 980 921
4564 years . . ... 26,556 19,047 6,320 1,135 23,788 2,711 4,189 2,611 2,514
65yearsandover .. ....... ... ... 13,471 6,673 5,039 1,704 11,222 2,210 5,247 3,996 3,822
Female:
18—44years . .. ... .. 54,738 50,331 3,897 478 50,811 3,884 1,623 1,057 1,016
45-B4years . .. ... 28,322 23,998 3,695 583 24,406 3,837 4,979 3,159 3,042
65yearsandover .. ....... ... ..., 18,536 12,334 4,745 1,430 14,934 3,555 7,901 5,965 5,730
Race, ethnicity and age
White non-Hispanic:
18—44years . ... ... 76,344 67,994 7,284 978 71,456 4,790 2,433 1,634 1,581
4564 years . .. ... 43,072 32,972 8,571 1,469 38,211 4,783 7,466 4,708 4,566
65yearsandover . ..... ... ... 27,197 15,601 8,684 2,841 22,270 4,856 11,162 8,391 8,053
Black non-Hispanic:
18—44years . ... ... ... 13,642 12,766 794 69 12,692 927 374 242 212
45-B4 years . . . ... ... 5,503 4,718 678 101 4,474 1,012 1,077 650 629
65yearsandover .. ......... ... 2,574 1,886 516 161 2,029 533 1,234 997 955
Other non-Hispanic:
18—44years . ... ... ... 4,941 4,703 203 20 4,714 217 36 20 20
45-B4 years . . . ... 2,143 1,738 320 71 1,879 248 254 168 162
65yearsandover . ..................... 594 400 128 63 507 84 147 92 90
Hispanic:
18—44years . ... ... 13,464 12,692 710 45 12,640 807 155 141 124
45-B4 years . ... ... 4,159 3,617 445 77 3,630 505 372 243 199
65yearsandover . ............ ... ... 1,643 1,119 455 69 1,349 290 606 481 455
Race, ethnicity, sex, and age
White non-Hispanic male:
18—44years . . ... ... 38,086 33,186 4,234 583 35,911 2,089 1,163 797 759
45-B4 years . . ... ... 20,911 14,383 5,514 988 18,886 2,003 3,535 2,207 2,141
65yearsandover .. ............... . ... . 11,514 5,367 4,547 1,553 9,656 1,828 4,543 3,417 3,269

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 11. Frequencies of hearing trouble, vision trouble, and absence of teeth among persons 18 years of age and over, by selected
characteristics, United States, 1997—Con.

Hearing' Vision' Absence of all natural teeth’
All persons
18 years of A little A lot of Has no Has Both upper
Selected characteristic age and over Good trouble  trouble or deaf  trouble  trouble Upper Lower and lower
Race, ethnicity, sex, and age—Con. Number in thousands?®
White non-Hispanic female:
18—44years . . ... ... 38,259 34,808 3,050 395 35,545 2,700 1,270 837 822
45-B4years . .. ... 22,161 18,589 3,057 481 19,325 2,780 3,931 2,501 2,425
65yearsandover .. .................... 15,683 10,234 4,136 1,288 12,614 3,029 6,619 4,974 4,784
Black non-Hispanic male:
18-44years .. ... ... 6,195 5,818 337 34 5,837 346 140 118 105
4564 years . .. ... 2,435 2,056 332 47 2,013 421 412 234 234
65yearsandover .. ......... ... 1,013 693 220 91 808 195 394 328 315
Black non-Hispanic female:
18-44years .. ....... ... 7,447 6,948 457 34 6,854 581 233 124 107
45-B4years . .. ... 3,069 2,662 346 55 2,460 591 665 416 395
65yearsandover .. .................... 1,561 1,193 296 70 1,221 338 839 669 640
Hispanic male:
18-44years .. ....... ... 7,104 6,662 417 16 6,759 337 72 65 56
45-B4years . .. ... 2,017 1,701 260 36 1,823 170 147 112 80
65yearsandover . .......... ... 695 446 224 25 549 146 249 208 195
Hispanic female:
18-44years .. ....... ... 6,360 6,029 293 30 5,881 470 83 76 67
45-B4years . ... ... 2,143 1,916 185 41 1,807 336 224 132 119
65yearsandover .. ......... ... 949 674 232 44 800 144 357 273 260
Poverty status and age
Poor:
18—44years . ... ... .. 12,982 11,604 1,179 189 11,658 1,315 537 354 341
4564 years . .. ... 4,050 2,925 874 250 2,923 1,127 1,270 847 819
65yearsandover . ..................... 2,883 1,684 837 363 2,087 777 1,654 1,374 1,314
Near poor:
18—44years . ... ... 17,370 15,405 1,711 242 15,950 1,408 742 527 498
4564 years . . ... 5,700 4,254 1,224 221 4,645 1,054 1,634 1,200 1,133
65yearsandover . ........... ... 6,898 3,994 2,135 758 5,265 1,622 3,661 2,890 2,772
Not poor:
18—44years . ... ... 61,464 55,653 5,256 540 58,139 3,310 1,344 900 870
4564 years . ... ... 34,531 26,918 6,588 1,000 31,160 3,346 4,697 2,744 2,640
65yearsandover .. ......... ... ... 13,838 8,135 4,380 1,313 11,731 2,097 4,751 3,341 3,205

‘Respondents were asked to select the statement that best described their hearing (without a hearing aid): “good,” “a little trouble,” “a lot of trouble,” or “deaf.” For this table, “a lot of trouble” and
“deaf” are combined into one category. Respondents were also asked if they had trouble seeing even when wearing glasses or contact lenses. Lastly, respondents were asked, in separate questions,
if they had lost their upper or lower natural (i.e., permanent) teeth. Persons may be represented in more than one column.

2Unknowns for the variable of interest are not included in the denominators when calculating percents, nor are they shown in the frequencies. (See appendix | for more information.) They are, however,
included in the “All persons” column. Numbers may also be rounded.

3«Other non-Hispanic” includes non-Hispanic persons who identified their race as American Indian, Alaska Native, Asian, or Pacific Islander. These categories are too small to show separately. Persons
of Hispanic origin may be of any race.

“Poverty status is based on family income and family size using the U.S. Census Bureau’s poverty thresholds. “Poor” persons are defined as below the poverty threshold. “Near poor” persons have
incomes of 100% to less than 200% of the poverty threshold. “Not poor” persons have incomes 200% or greater than the poverty threshold.



